The Global Hist
of Portugal =S

From Prehistory to the Modern World

Edited by Carlos Fiolhais, José Eduardo Franco and José Pedro Paiva

sussex

ACADEMIC
PRESS

Brighton » Chicago « Toronto




© The Editors Carlos Fiolhais, José
v copyright © The Scientific
yasconcelos e Sousa, )

yright
parts I t0

irori an
and cditorial 0T&
a ava.
odro Paive .+ o Bernardo

]ntrOdUCUOHF‘ \nd José b
Fduardo Franco an¢ 2 so, Carlos I'a s
Coordinalo”s Jgﬂ?unrzlisagjrgﬂlénio Costa PInt0 2022, AR ohEpchRpRIEE
Citia An co{)yrigh‘ © Sussex Academic Press, 2022.
e identified as Editors of

edro Paiva Lo b
vasconcelos € Sousa, Catia Antunes

d in accordance with

Tk ht pardo Franco a%d Josédl’

i Fabiio ernardo
a is Cardoso: Carlos Fab1ath

o - entific Coordinators: has been asserte

Patents Act 1988.

and Antonio Costa h
e the Copyright Designs an

José Ed

24681097531

22 in Great Britain by

First pubh’shed in 20
SUSSEX ACADEMIC PRESS
P.O. Box 139

Eastbourné BN24 9BP

Distributed in North America by
SUSSEX ACADEMIC PRESS
Independent Publishers Group

814 N. Franklin Street
Chicago, IL 60610

ed. Except for the quotation of short passages for th i
‘ e quots e purposes of criticis
part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval systc:n‘llor;l ana
by any means, cl_ectronic, mechanical, photocopying
ut the prior permission of the publisher. ,

All rights reserv
review, no
wransmitted in any form or
recording or otherwise, witho

British Library Cataloguing in Publicatio
/ n Data
A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
To be applied for.

Hardcover ISBN 978-1-78976-103-0

Paperback ISBN 978-1-78976-104-7

®
MIX
Paper from

FS responsible sources

wwitsicog  FSC® C013056

T'vpeset and
p designed by Sy
Printe ,3[',] ssex Academic Press, Bri h
d by T] Book » Brighton & Eastbourne

Limi
imited, Padstow, Cornwall




iod
248 |  TheEarly Modern Perio

1703
The Methuen Treaty

symbolizes the strategic alliance between Poryy,

) — al an dE
e Methuen Treaty 1 ! g ol
ﬂ; itis considered as the reason for the opening of the domestic and the coloniq) mg 2

e A A The
1o the English merchant communttics of Lzsboy and I.’orto, guing them q g, Cisive m?
in the economic development of Port ugal and its empire. ¢

The Methuen Treaty was a commercial tr‘caty .signcd betw.ecn Portugal ang Englang
in 1703, in the context of the \\l'ar_ of bpamsh Succession (1701-1714) gnq the
diplomatic realignment of Portugal with ic maritime powers (England and the Uniteg
Provinces). The treaty included two articles on the commercial relationship begye i
both parties: Portugal agreed to readmit English woollen textiles, which required gy,
lifting of restrictions imposed by a series of sumptuary laws issued between 1668 and
1702. In exchange, England guaranteed the import of Portuguese wines for two-thirds
of the tariffs imposed on French wine.

By mid-eighteenth century, the treaty began to be perceived negatively,
Contemporary authors blamed it for the failure of industrial and agricultural develop-
ment in Portugal and for the deficit in the balance of trade. In the international context,
the treaty served as a positive example to emphasise the competitive advantages that
productive specialization could bring to both countries, In the twentieth centry,
Marxist analyses insisted in the unfavourable nature of the treaty, stressing Portugal's
dependence on England caused by the imbalance of exchanges and resulting in
restricted economic development. Recently Portuguese historiography has re-
examined the effects of the treaty secing structural limitations and other events as
contributors to the dominant position of England in the trade with Portugal.

An evaluation of the Methuen Treaty needs to include an analysis of the historical
context of the early cighteenth century. The dynastic crisis in Spain and the subse-
quent war in Europe resulted in Spain and France confronting the Holy Roman
Empire, England and the United Provinces. Allied at first with the Franco-Spanish
block, Portugal changed sides on 16 May 1703, with the signing of a double treaty of
alliance with England, the Holy Roman Empire, the United Provinces and Savoy.
Events between July and October 1702 had contributed to this change of heart. The
sicgc_of Cadiz, the defeat of the French navy, and the capture of the Spanish AL]HHI‘JC
ﬂ.cg in the Bay of Vigo by the Anglo-Durch navy combined, highlighted the vulnera-
biliy of Porwguese ports and overseas trading routes, vulnerabilities that .
Franco-Spanish alliance was in no position to defend, These developments, associt®

i : . i i . 4
with a diplomatic offensive by the maritime powers drove King Peter 1I to jon th
Great Alljance.

In this diplomatic re

" Anﬂe)
alignment, John N ial envoy of Queen
played a decisive role. In <) fettie, Bpecial eniol

:nces an
i contrast with the representatives of the Uni}ed P’_'O‘:?Sﬁ)cmr
IL, a relationshi J;‘.mc’ Methuen established a good personal relationshiP
27 December 1':’103 fl[[‘hmmcd out 10 be decisive in the signing Ot: .Lhe
interests in Theria with e belwe?n both counties aligned the British
Britsh historiaun o<, CCOMOMIC interests of the Portuguese monarchy: ions will
the king. His f; % afgue Eha‘ Methuen took the initiative in the mgona? of the
- Hl1s family connections 10 cloth production and trade made him awaré
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complaints among English traders concernin
many

, . g the restricy
y laws and their negative effect on the | ol

Caused by th

: mport of
tuar : woollen ¢ :
sump ucse markets. T'hese laws had long been 3 problem, b €n cloth into e
portust™ '

. ¢ rade between Spain andlEngland after 1702 only exgip’i]: lr.ltcrrupu'on of
e 1 clath traders. For them, it became imperative the goceayy - T the
Eng]‘-‘n 10 serve as a distribution centre for imports and eXports 1o [lhlgv,(o L,hc st
- and the Mediterranean. As the third largest market for En [!‘h|d7 Parucularly
piiy - teed the English access to raw wool and silv, C o “l‘Ol_k’n cloth,
Gpain guarant Bl & e T bt i €T, essential 1o maintain he
glubal circu]_auon of other goods. ' on, Met uen becamc the spokesman for the
carious trading groups importing and exporting, via Lisbon into Spain.

Portuguese INerests in the {rafncworlf of the treaty have also
in the literature, with an .emphasm on wine production for export, However, there is
no evidence of an organized group of wine-growers having lobbicd the court for an
advantageous agreement. At the same time, lhf:rc is no evidence that the Duke of
Cadaval and the Marquis of Alegre[c, representing King Peter II in the negotiations,
hoped to profit from. the Lreal)-', since Lhc income from their estates did not depend on
the production of wine. Notwithstanding, among the Portuguese products that could
counterbalance the import of English woollen cloth, wine was perhaps the obvious
choice. Not only did wine exports show encouraging signs of growth, but the English
embargo on French wine was an opportunity to increase the Portuguese quota in
the English market. In light of the developments of 1703, it scems that the economic
interests of the monarchy justified accepting the treaty. In a time of war, with the
defence of the country and its empire at stake, customs restrictions included in the
sumptuary laws were incompatible with the financial needs of a monarchy, whose
income depended overwhelmingly on customs revenues. In this sense, the signing of
the treaty signalled the end of the industrial protectionism of the 1670s and 1680s and
symbolizes a renewed policy of openness to foreign trade.

In order to discuss the impact of the Methuen Treaty, one needs to consider the
wo sectors specified in its clauses.

While it certainly contributed to the internationalization of Portuguese wines, it is
hard to blame the treaty for the failure in development of the woollen industry. At the
time, the Portuguese textile industry was evidently unable to compete with English
“:Wllcn cloths, and the terms of the treaty only precipitated the suspension of the
Count of Ericeira’s policy of industrial stimulus. The growth in English imports was
but one of the reasons for the trade deficit between Portugal and England. More
I:]\}r‘::idmlh the Brazilian gold boom stood at the core of d(i]e m;;ﬁ?gdﬁf“?u:
i sucse domestic and colonial markets, aggravating thus the tra

gland, )
and{ '_’L‘ M_clhuen Treaty is often perceived as the culprit f?f the opening of%or}r:;l::

colonial markets 1o the English merchant communities of Lisbon and ¥or
Uording thern . il : ; . f Portugal and its empire.
. &8lhema decisive role in the economic developmento ,
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The Ttalian community, on ‘}}" other ]@ﬂd, i}r.l'l\'iCt; -l?'-Lle.OH in the late Mig

- ained well into the Early Modern ermn:‘m 1an traderg Prospered ; dle
Bges il o oy held under a royal monopoly. They also profjieq i “din gy,
leather trad_c s l.h-q \L rar that was consequently channelled to (he M i d
monopoly in Brazilian sugar tha sugar from the West Indjes cdue"aﬂta
ports, after this had been replaced by sugar {ron o e ondies in the Orthe .,
European markets. Furthermore, ll‘lL‘ !mllans hganccd vanious exploratq v lurm
throughout the Portuguese world, hnklpg these investments with shorq. m :5
the Crown and to the purchase of public debt. - _ 0

Contemporary with the Italians, and also long-term resnde‘ms n Lishop
Germans. Coming from several states in the HOIY_ Roman Empire ang divide
Catholics and Protestants since 1517, they remained close to royal circles.
attracted to Lisbon because of its role as a redistribution market for exorjc
colonial markets, but during the eighteenth century mcmb.ers of the Germ
nity also became contractors of royal rents, connecting their commercig] 5
financial services to the Crown, to private institutions and businesses,

The Italians and the Germans had long competed with the Flemish,
played an important part, since the fifteenth century, in the settling and dey,
of the Azores. Their community in Lisbon was dominated by agents of text
from Bruges, to be replaced in the sixteenth century by the great commercial hoyseg
of Antwerp. While investing in colonial products traded via Lisbon, the Flemish from
Antwerp, cither as permanent residents or as commerecial travellers, competed ficreely
with their northern counterparts. )

After the revolt of the Low Countries (1568-1648), the Flemish community
divided between Protestants (Holland and Zealand) and Catholics (Flanders). The
latter group concentrated their efforts on buying and transporting goods from the
South Atlantic to Antwerp. The former community, although enemies of the
Habsburg kings during the Union of the Crowns (1580-1640), were essentially
concerned with trade in grain from the Baltic in exchange for salt, fruit and wine,
and serving as agents for the commercial houses of Amsterdam that bought and
carried sugar and brazilwood direcly from the colony to the Northern European
markets.

There are two key differences between these groups, Firstly, the Flemish never
traded with their own fleets, depending instead on Hanseatic or Portuguese ship-
ping. The Dutch, on the other hand, always had their own fleets, with low frcighl
costs and the ability to attract foreign crews, to make use of different flags during
embargoes on Portuguese ports, Secondly, disposing of a large, cheap merchant fleet
gave the Dutch the chance to organize illegal trade with the Portuguese colonies,
especially in the South Atlantic, climinating Lisbon as port of ¢all, This is what trans-
formed the Dutch community from agents of northern European trade in®
independent entrepreneurs, particularly interested in the financial sector. It was It
this sector that they distinguished themselves as Crown rentiers and ba“ke‘;’
especially in the second half of the seventeenth century and throughout i
e}gh'tecnm century. The prominence of the Dutch community is reﬂect;d m()S)
signing of a trade agreement identical to that of Methuen in 1704 (ratified in 17 [cl;
ch_er[h_de“’ this treaty with the Dutch did not result in the predominance of Du
textles in ez:;changc for Portuguese wine,
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1717
The Palace of Mafra, or a Global Vision of the Baroque

The monwmental complex of Mafra is a majestic symbol of the reign of King John V
and a paradigm of royal taste, linking the ceremonial splendour of papal court festivities
with the prestigious French model of Louis X1V, Its principal architect, Johan Friedrich

Ludwig, was a German trained in Rome, and from Rome, tao, came materials, works
and artists.

The time when the Palace of Mafra was built — the foundation stone was laid in 1717,
and the basilica was consecrated in 1730 - was one of notable dynamism in arc_hitec—
twre and the visual arts in Portugal and its overseas empire, particularly in the
Allantic. The forces at work here arose from different origins, and brought different
meanings. Benefitting from an exceptional set of circumstances, particularly the flow
o mineral wealth from Brazil, King John V (1707-1750) launched an ambitious
CUlFuraL artistic and building programme, aiming to raise his court to Lh.e _lc\'fl of its
M European €ounterparts. Furthermore, due to developments 1n uadmo‘nal’uc‘tll-'
naues and aesthetics, new artistic forms or syntheses came into use. punous:;
‘c}ll'm}lgh’ L was the latter that most contributed to define, in the Adantic arca,
Funely Portuguese visual universe.
40’005 SmOHUmemal complex of Mafra (palacc,d
Teign o I‘é}‘are metres, with a 220-metre long f‘dCa_‘){ .
Ing John V and a paradigm of royal taste, linking

convent and basilica, totalling
is a majestic symbal of the
the ceremenial splendour

oo is XIV. Iis princi-
Papal oy festivities with the prestigious French qucl of Loul;:l s Ludovice

o l‘drchilect, Johan Friedrich Ludwig, known in Pm'ngome, too, came
: 670—1752), was a German trained in Rome, and from



