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Introduction

In this article we analyse, for the period lasting from 1887 to 1957, the fol-
lowing aspects: the reasons for installing a gas plant in Belém; the opposition
raised against that location; the decades-long negotiations for transferring the
plant from Belém to the eastern part of Lisbon; the construction of the new
gas plant in Matinha; the organization of its production process, and, final-
Iy, the evolution of gas distribution and consumption in the period covered
by our analysis.

The time span chosen for this study is explained by the following motives:
1887 was the year when Lisbon promoted a public tender for the public light-
ing concession, allowing for the appearance of a new gas company and, there-
fore, creating the need to build a new gas plant. And 1958 was the year in
which the exploitation of the Fibrica de Gds da Matinha (Matinha Gas Plant)
was taken up by the Sociedade Portuguesa da Petroguimica (Portuguese Petro-
chemical Society), signalling the end of gas production from coal.

“ This paper was developed within the framework of the R&D project “Origin, consolida-
tion and evolution of the gas industry in Spain (19th-21st cenfuries)”, HAR2014-52141-P fi-
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translation of this text was supporled by the project CIDEHUS - UID/HIS/00057/2013 (PO-
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