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ABSTRACT

In this paper we intend to analyse the problems created by industrial
development and the concentration of the population in the main industrial
cities. The pollution created by industrial establishments, as well as the
insufficient supply of water in good conditions and the lack of sewage
systems, created an unhealthy urban environment that favoured the
emergence of diseases and did not correspond to the hygienist ideas of the
time. Thus, the idea of progress and urban wellbeing was associated with
the introduction of modern infrastructures that could solve these problems.
On the other hand, the development of sciences such as chemistry or
medicine allowed a better understanding of the reasons for the epidemics
and to realize that there could only be good public health if the problems
that affected individual health were solved.

In the process of urban modernization and the resolution of health problems
affecting cities, doctors, chemists and engineers played a decisive role with
their scientific knowledge and technical skills. Their action also benefited
from their contacts abroad, and from the solutions to urban problems
adopted in other countries. Political-administrative institutions also tried
to take measures to eliminate or reduce the risk of disease or pollution, in
order to create urban spaces in conformity with the standards of the more
developed cities. The ideas for the modernization of cities were also linked
to the introduction of gas and electricity in public lighting, as well as the
ideas of better planning of urban spaces and the creation of more beautiful
;and pleasant crttes, with more gardens and green areas Slmﬂarly. the
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