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Patronage, parochial, rights and military orders in medieval
Portugal. Some analytical perspectives

The final decades of the 13th century, especially the 1270s and 1280s, saw
the establishment of the last great accords between the military orders of Avis
and of the Temple and the diocesan powers of Evora. By that time there was in
question an enormous variety of privileges claimed by the friars of the orders,
particularly by those of Avis, as well as an ever underlying concern on the part
of the bishops of the diocese to see recognised their rights over the churches
included in the area of their jurisdiction. But the road followed by these
institutions to reach the establishment of documents of conciliation at the end of
the 13th century had not been easy. A series of partial concordats, established
during the earlier decades, particularly with the Order of Avis, reflect the
successive attempts made by these institutions towards establishing the bases
for a balance between powers, although, in truth, without great results’,

It would be necessary to reach the end of this century and a strengthening of
diocesan power itself for that more general and more enduring agreements
would be established. This introduction notwithstanding, we will not, in this
case and in contrast to other studies undertaken, be interested in the detailed
analysis of the resulting texts of these concordats®, established between the
prelates of Evora and the four military orders who retained properties within the
diocesan area. They will serve more as a point of departure for reflection on the
importance that the religious rights acquired by the orders could assume in the
context of their economy, particularly the rights that result from the exercise of
the right of patronage and that over the possible forms of appropriation of these
revenues. This analysis is based on a case study centred on Portugal and
especially on the territory between the River Tejo (Tagus) and the mountains of
Algarve included in the area of the Diocese of Evora (cf. map 1 ).
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Map n° 1 — Archbishopric and bishoprics of Portugal in the Middle Ages

$ BRAGA

»
LAMEGO

viseuB

ok

é Archbishopric

B Bishopric

] Wi
| EN—

Thus, we will be interested, first of all, in exploring the global importance of
the patronage acquired by the military orders in the kingdom and its dispersal,
and in a second moment we will study this right in the zone of the south of
Portugal, but more specifically, as referred to earlier, In the area subject to the
jurisdiction of the diocese of Evora, an area ideal for the establishment and
settlement of military orders in the Portuguese kingdom. To establish the
dispersion of the churches belonging to the military orders, we have had
recourse to the already known Lista de Igrejas (list of churches) de 1320-1321,
drawn up as a consequence of an endowment made by Pope John XXII to King
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D. Dinis of a tenth of all ecclesiastical revenues in Portugal, with the exception
of the properties and belongings of the Order of St John of the Hospital, with
the aim of supporting the monarch in his fight against the Muslims®, and to data
dispersed through various monographs®.

The list of churches of 1320 referred to results from a compulsory survey of
religious institutions, particularly churches dispersed throughout the kingdom
and of the value of their taxes. This particular document provides valuable
indications about the dispersion of these institutions as well as about the relative
value of their revenues, but the information, in many cases, has little reference
to those who owned the right of patronage or who benefited from their
revenues’. Thus, and despite the many doubts and questions concerning the
accuracy of the data presented®, it will serve us once more as one of the points
of departure for the study we intend to realise.

1. The military orders and the ownership of churches

Generally, in assembling the possibility of presenting the parish priest to the
collection of dues, the right of patronage is, still today, a relatively little-known
right in terms of its exact execution, particularly when we face the reality of
Portugal in the 13th century. The fluctuations of power, the variation in the
holders of this right, the bestowal of endowments or apprepriations, the
allotment of presentations that commonly existed, especially within the heart of
collegiate institutions where the presentation of priors and beneficiaries could
be the lot of different institutions, means that it is never easy to understand this
network of patrons, or the exact way this right was exercised. In this particular
case, the information gleaned from the 1320 list is not always very clear in
identifying the holders of the patronage and, especially, in identifying the
beneficiaries of the income for each church.

Accepting these limitations and taking into account that not always does a
reference to a church in the list signify that we are necessarily in the presence of
a parish church and therefore one endowed with its own clergy and with all of
the elements that allow us to characterise it as such, it is, however, possible to
establish a framework for the dispersion of the churches under the management
of each of the military orders.

Thus, one of the first pieces of evidence from its establishment is that the
map of the distribution of the churches belonging to these institutions closely
follows the network itself of the dispersion of the property nuclei in the
owrnership of the orders. Ownership that was gradually defined through the
second half of the twelfth century and during the 13th, particularly based on
royal and private gifts’. It is not surprising that north of the River Tejo, the
natural frontier of the Portuguese kingdom until the first decades of the 13th
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century, we can find predominantly well endowed by the orders of the Hospital
and of Christ, heirs of the Order of the Temple in Portugal (see map 2 ).

The wealth and, before long, the churches belonging to these orders were
dispersed among the dioceses of Braga, Porto, Lamego, Guarda and Viseu, in
a predominant and almost exclusive form, since no other military order is
mentioned as owner of ecclesiastical benefices in the region covered by these
dioceses, with exception of the diocese of Guarda®. Furthermore, the map of the
dispersal of the churches already referred to, allows us to make another no less
important statement which has to do with the relative importance assumed by
these churches in the context of each of the diocese being considered.

In truth, when we talk of the areas included under the jurisdiction of the
Archbishop of Braga and the Bishops of Porto, Lamego, Viseu and Guarda, we
are talking of a relatively extensive territory which at that time, at the beginning
of the 14th century, comprised more than a third of the kingdom of Portugal and
was marked by a multiplicity of churches which were dispersed throughout the
area under consideration. They were churches which, as was mentioned earlier,
did not always coincide with parish churches, a fact that is clearly, in some
cases, mentioned in the source. As far ag others are concerned, doubts remain
withont which a clearer notion of their statute would be possible.

Whatever is the case, almost all of these dioceses represent a very large
number of churches and chapels within the diocesan area, following and
reflecting a model of habitation dispersed through small population nuclei. In
the area under the jurisdiction of the Archbishop of Braga, the number of
churches mentioned exceeds five hundred, and even smaller and poorer
dioceses such as Lamego comprised more than one hundred churches. With
nurbers of such importance, it becomes clear that the capacity for influence of
the military orders, at least at the level of owning and apportioning
ecclesiastical rights, would have been of relatively little importance since, as
much in Braga as in Porto, the Hospitallers had fewer than ten churches and the
Order of Christ had an even smaller presence. Thus, and in spite of some
accords between the Braga powers and the Order of Hopitallers being
celebrated’, the discussion about the rights of appropriation of ecclesiastical
revemues is not on the same lines as that found in territories where the presence
of the military orders was more effective and competed directly with the
diocesan powers already in place.
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Map n® 2 — Number of churches of the military orders by diocese ( according
with the List of Churches of 1320-1321)
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However, in the framework of the dioceses indicated, an exception could be
found in respect of the diocese of Guarda. Occupying an interior territory and
late in being defined and restored in terms of its rights and privileges™, the
Guarda diocese and its prelates soon encouatered the presence and influence of
the Order of Christ, owner of vast areas entrusted to its protection and defence.
In truth, the possessions of this institution extended from the northern half of
this diocese through the regions of Proenga and Idanhas to the southern banks of
the Tejo and the confines of Portalegre, the town as far as which the prelate of



208 Herminia Vasconcelos Vilar

Guarda extended his jurisdiction. The Order of the Temple, and later the Order
of Christ, had interests here, possessing the church of Santa Maria of Portalegre,
as well as a series of surrounding benefices. This privileged place allowed it to
enjoy a position of importance and enabled it to establish advantageous
agreements with the diocesan prelates as far as sharing the entitlements
provided by the churches in its possession was concerned'.

Besides this, and in contrast to what happened in other more northern
dioceses, the churches in the possession of the friars of Christ are not assumed
to be subsidiary churches or of secondary importance in the context of the
revenues expressed in the taxes of 1320, but, on the contrary, are found to be
the most lucrative in the diocese, a fact that would very probably not have been
strange in the context of the accords that were established™.

The special position of this diocese is also true in what concemns the
importance of the military orders of Avis and Santiago in this territory and
which numbers anmounce a model of property specific of the south of Portugal.
Graduafly, another reality was imposed on this universe insofar as it spread
south. Indeed, we need to descend to the frontiers that mark the crossing over to
the south, or rather to the diocese of Coimbra, to find the first references to the
Order of Santiago and the Order of Avis. In the Coimbra diocese, together with
a significant number of churches in the possession of the Order of Christ and
a smaller group of churches belonging to the Hospitallers, we find the first
reference to the Order of Avis'™.

But it is in the Lisbon diocese, the fulcral diocese between the two areas,
that the Order of Santiago arises as patron of multiple institutions, particularly
located in the southern part of the diocese around Palmela, seat for the first
moment of the Portuguese order at its beginning', its possessions beginning
here and soon multiplied as they meet the plains of southern Alentejo (cf.
map 2). In effect, the collection of churches subject to the Order of Santiago is
grouped along the Setdbal peninsula and extends along the adjacent coast,
groups of churches that have significant importance in the context of the
diocese.

To this nucleus in the possession of the Order of Santiago is opposed
another, smaller, in the possession of the Order of Christ, but set around
Santarém, the city in which and around which the friars had in their possession
churches such as S. Tiago de Santarém or Santa Maria de Casével and around
Tomar, head of this order in Portugal, and in which surroundings, the order of
Christ hold different and rentable goods'®. Avis, in the contrary, had only two
churches, relatively peripheral: Montargil and Alcanede.

Curiously, none of these military orders had any church within the episcopal
seat and thus the strength of their influence did not compete at the point of
origin of episcopal power. It is a situation we see repeated in other dioceses and
other areas.
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But it is within the territory included in the diocese of BEvora, delimited by
the Tejo to the north and the Serra of Algarve to the south, that we find most of
the patrimony belonging to the military orders of Avis and Santiago and
consequently the greatest number of churches within the control of these orders,
In this region, the Order of Christ as much as the Order of Hospitallers would
have shown themselves to be inferior powers in relation to the network of
dominant owners in the area’®.

In effect, in the south between the Tejo and the Algarve, patronage was
aright retained especially by the military orders of Avis and Santiago, who
controlled a significant slice of this territory, by the diocesan authorities and by
the king.

Thus, bishop and chapter divided among themselves, at the beginning of the
l4th century and through the mediation of accords carefully defined in the
second half of the 13th century and the dawn of the 14th", a differentiaced
range of churches. Churches which incorporated some of the most important
and profitable collegiate institutions in the diocese, situated in the main urban
centres of the region, especially Evora, Beja and Montemor, and a nucleus of
churches spread through smaller centres of population but bordering these
centres, as happened with Arraiolos.

Royal patronage in this zone, in its turn, according to data provided by the
1320-1321 catalogue, together with some of the information taken from the lists
of the presentation of clergymen of the churches with royal patronage'®, appears
refatively small, but it becomes clear that this right suffered some decline in the
region, especially in the second half of the 13th century and during the first
decades of the 14th, thanks to the extensive donations of churches situated in
this diocese'” made by the monarchs, especially in favour of the military orders
such as Avis® and Santiago.

In fact, these controlled a substantial number of the churches in the diocese
and, once again, the geography of their dispersion coincides with the
distribution itself of the places privileged by the establishment of wealth
belonging to these orders.

The relative importance of these churches was, however, quite variable and
the relative hierarchy established by individval revenues allows for some
curious conclusions.

In respect of the churches in the possession of the Order of Avis within the
diocese of Evora, in which city the order established the roots of its existence®',
the hierarchy established was fairly heterogeneous™. Within the conjunction,
the order, founded with the prime aim of defending the Evora nucleus a little
after its conquest by the Christians, had, at the beginning of the 14th century,
about 30 churches, situated predominantly in the north-west region of the
diocese around or within the nuclei themselves in which the friars of Avis
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established many of their patrimony or centred the exercise of their seigneurial
jurisdiction (map n° 3).

Map n® 3- The patrimony of the military orders in the south of Portugal
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However, not all of the churches had the same importance nor were they
equally profitable. The hierarchy that was drawn up included values that went
from two thousand seven hundred and ninety five pounds to a few tens of
pounds of tax”.

In the case of the Order of Santiago, the spatial distribution of the churches
in its possession show different characteristics as well as the hierarchy of
revenues that were established for them. The first conclusion to get from a rapid
analysis is what appears to be a greater coherence and closeness in the vaiues of
the revenues, since most do not exceed seven hundred and fifty pounds.

In effect, of the 17 churches referred to, only two reveal revenues of more
then a thousand pounds, while seven have revenues between five hundred and
a thousand and the other 8 with a lower revenue of between five and one
hundred pounds®.
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At the same time, similar to what occurred in relation to Avis, the
geography of the network of churches whose patronage fell to the Order of
Santiago coincides, in a general way, with the southern part of this region,
where the Order of Santiago had the greater part of its goods, land and property.
Thus, there is a clear complementarity between the areas where property was
held and the exercise of the right of patronage.

Together, the churches held by Santiago produced not a great deal more
revenue than those in the possession of the friars of Avis, but the churches that
Santiago had within the diocese of Evora were, without doubt, the most
profitable that the order had in Portugal, more important even than those that
were included in the diocese of Lisbon, among which are counted the churches
in Palmela. Something similar is true of the Order of Avis, whose churches in
this region are the most significant that they possessed, a fact that on its own
clearly shows the importance that the churches situated in this region assumed
in the context of the patrimony of these orders.

A similar situation was extended to the most scutherly diocese in the
kingdom, the Algarve. Here, in an area that was conquered in the middle of the
13th century and where only a small number of churches existed, the Order of
Santiago was predominant in exercising the right of patronage, resulting from
the role it played in the conquest and the subsequent control of the area.

But, alongside the references to the revenues which where due from each
church, the 1320-1321 catalogue defined, sometimes in detail and with care,
particularly in the case of the churches in the possession of Santiago, the entity
concerning which the amount was estimated, that is concerning the church, its
vicarship or priorate, and what was the part that fell to the church or to the
Master®.

However, in respect of the churches of the Order of Avis, in some cases
only the division of revenues between the churches and the common
beneficiaries is established, with references to ecclesiastical benefices or the
revenues therefrom which had been made the object of taxation practically non-
existent.

In fact, the specific mention of ‘common beneficiaries’ is present in the
churches of Santa Maria da Alcdgova of Blvas, of S. Jodio, S. Pedro and
S. Miguel of Coruche and in that of Santa Maria of Beja, urban churches with
notable revenues in which the existence of a body of more or less numerous
beneficiaries is explained by the economic importance of the church in
question, but which for itself determined only one model of its own for sharing
revenues, as we will see later.
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Map n® 4 — Churches of the military orders in the diocese of Evora ( according
with the List of Churches of 1320-1321)
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But under this apparently subtle differentiation is hidden a question which is
both deep and difficult to answer, connected to the distribution of parochial
revenues among the different instances which intersect at the parochial level
and connected with one that is probably simpler concerning the composition of
these rights. This whole panoply of references gives us an approximate idea of
the many levels of appropriation to which the ecclesiastical revenues were
subjected, and the multiplicity of entities which could benefit from their share in
it, from the Master to the prior of each church, and including the comendador
within whose comenda (ecclesiastical benefice) the church is set or the group of
beneficiaries that existed in each church. Thus, the image which appears to be
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outlined through the apportioning that has been mentioned is of a single
hierarchy, varied and complex in the web of relationships within it.

Indeed, as has already been mentioned, the exercise of the right of patronage
did not confer only the right of the appointment of the clergy to the parish or of
its beneficiaries, but also the assessment of a proportion of the parochial rights,
variable and difficult to quantify.

As is well known, the documentation available rarely provides us with
a view, even one that is limited, of the real importance of these rights®. Only
the pressure and the frequency of conflicts between institotions which
controlled this assessment or which enjoyed sharing in these rights leads us to
suppose that this importance would not have been derisory®’.

The question to be asked is: how were these rights shared and to whom did
they revert in the case of the churches of the military orders, and what was their
place in the general economy of the order and in particular in the conjunction of
revenues of each comenda.

We are thus extending what matters in this context in calculating the
prevalent relationship between churches and comendas. In the face of the small
amount of documentation available and the lacunal information that exists, we
propose to follow only certain lines of inquiry which are valid for a context
which extended until the first decades of the 14th century.

2. The division and appropriation of parish income

As well as the income resulting from land management, the military orders
enjoyed a relatively large variety of dues collected in the churches, over which
they exercised rights of patronage, and the value of these dues, though not
known to us, should not be deemed worthless. Among them the tithe would,
without a doubt, have constituted one of the most important and also one which
gave rise to complaints concerning its collection,

Sanctioned by the Latrao councils of 1123 and 1139, the payment of the
tithe did not become cbligatory, according to Jesus da Costa, until the second
half of the twelth century, thus “becoming the principal source of revenue of
the churches™. However, it was only in 1218 that Afonso II of Portugal
subjected the royal income to the payment of the tithe”. This reservation
notwithstanding, it would not be wrong to assume that the second half of the
twelfth century and, more especially, the 13th century, witnessed the
distribotion of the obligatory tithe, applying to produce from the land and
livestock (land tax) and on human activity (personal)m.

As well as the tithe, and we shall later return to the polemic over its
collection and subsequent division, the churches enjoyed a further, varied
combination of dues, if less substantial and permanent. We are speaking of the
dues paid for the celebration of masses, sacraments and anniversaries, of the
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oblations, especially in the middle and final centuries of the Middle Ages, of the
mortuarium, paid at the time of death, and the primitiae, whose documental
trace seems o rare in Portugal®.

From ali these elements the income of a parish church was made up,
although the comparative values had little or nothing in common, when
comparing an urban collegiate o a small, rural church.

In the same way, the means of appropriation and distribution of these dues
also varied. The usual division among bishop, fabrica and the parish clergy was
not atways carried out efficiently’” because, although they were ecclesiastics,
the patrons’ interference in this trinity usually resulted in the diminution or even
the disappearance of the proportion originally intended for the clergy and
fabrica. However, the question was rarely settled easily with the diocesan
powers either.

Apart from the third which usually fell upon the tithe, churches were also
bound to 2 manifold variety of tributes paid to the bishop. That, in several cases,
resulted in a severe burden to the churches that sustained it.

It was usual that in a situation where the income of the patronage was being
divided by multiple demands, the bishop tended to keep for himself a third part
of the tithe, as well as a variable set of tributes, which could have ranged from
the quarta mortuarium, (that could be the quarter or the third), the bragal, the
cathedraticus, the sinodaticus, the calendairo and to the procurationes or
jantar, taxes coliected when the Episcopal visit takes place”.

Nevertheless, the application of this very much depended on the balance of
power in each diocese, the previously mentioned diversity of which could not
always be attested to in the same way in all the dioceses. In the particular case
of Bvora, a relatively limited variety of wibutes seemed to domanate,
particularly when compared to other dioceses in the North and which results,
principally, from the accords established with the other proprietary institutions
of privileged patronage in the region.

The third, often turned into quarter, fifth or even decimae, that usually fell
over the tithe and mortuaria with its goods minutely defined, was joined by the
procuratione which was almost always paid in money. The procurationes in
goods are only known in churches that lay in the northern part of the diocese
and in a chronology that doesn’t go beyond the second half of the 13th
century®*. The documentation omits further information and there is no explicit
reference to other general tributes.

In effect, in Bvora the capacity for appropriation exercised by the bishop
over churches not included in his patronage was less, because it was concurrent
with other institutions, as in the case of the military orders, whose influence was
profound.

It is true that one of the most salient features of weakness to be seen in this
geographical area was the relationship between these orders and the diocesan



Patronage, parochial, rights and military orders in medieval Portugal... 215

powers, a conflict which became to be repeatedly observed and which,
especially it is said with regard to Avis, lasted well beyond the temporal
frontiers of the Middle Ages™.

At the heart of this conflict were the privileges conferred upon Avis by an
act of exemption which distinguished the order of Cister, with which the friars
of Avis were affiliated™ and the application of which normally led to long and
cotnplicated conflicts between the religious-military institutions and the
diocesan authorities®. The exemption which Avis claimed rendered its goods
exempt from payment of the tithe claimed by the bishops™, but which was also
intended to create religious supremacy for the order and a preponderance in
certain aspects of religious life, as with respect to the consecration of the altars,
the confirmation of parish priests presented in the different churches falling
tmder their patronage and the refusal to recognise the prerogative of the bishops
an the collecting of parish rights held by the friars.

In this way, the discord and recumring settling of a sequence of accords
constituted the touchstone of relations among many of the bishops in the
dioceses where the presence of military orders that were followers of Cister and
their institutions were present, for at least throughout the 13th and 14th
centuries. And in the text of these accords it was not only a religious supremacy
that was sought, notwithstanding all the privileges conferred by the Pope that
were claimed by the bishop, but also the concretisation of this recognition in the
right to appropriate a part of the parish dues, while being an integral part of the
diocesan income™.

The third should, in principle, fall upon the tithe but also upon the
mortuaria, and sometimes the products to be included in this right were defined
in detail.

For example, in the accord celebrated in 1255 with the church of Coruche, it
was established that the bishop would receive a third only of some dues, as well
as from payments in money™. In 1279 the proposal made by the church of
Estremoz, belonging to the Order of Avis, stipulated that it would be possible
for the bishop of Evora to have a third of the tithes and burial dues, apart from
some goods not included®.

And if indeed the quantity did not always reach this proportion, established
theoretically as a third of the revenues, and varied from a fourth to a fifth or
even to a tenth, as happened in the case of agreements celebrated with the Order
of Santiago in the middle of the 13th century®, the truth is that a different
appropriation was exercised over the rest, with the presence and the intervention
of different protagonists. .

In fact, while the bishop's part was the subject of more or less detailed
accords, resulting from the appraisal of strength between powers, the division of
the remainder in the churches which belonged to the orders is not at all clear
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and, above all, is not really susceptible to being the object of a commobn
typology.

If we have as our base the various 13th century accords between the bishops
of Evora and the orders of Avis and Santiago concerning the sharing out of
rights, from the outset an indirect source because it is not concerned with the
remainder after the collection of the episcopal rights, we understand that the
mention of revenues which remained in the church, discounting the episcopal
part, were entrusted in an indifferent way to the Master and to the friars with
scant reference to the clergy who served the church.

This is what happened with the church of Benavente of the order of Avis, in
1201, where, clearly, there is reference to the bishop's part being discounted,
magister et fratribus suis having the rest and in that case nominating the
chaplains, as also happened with Seda and Fronteira in 1236 and with Estremoz
in 1250%.

According to what is contained in these accords, the sustenance of the
clergy contracted to each of these churches would have been the whole
responsibility of the order and, in effect, at least from the 15th century,
according to Cristina Pimenta, the comendador of each comenda was obliged to
provide sustenance for the prior if there was a priorate in his benefice™.
Furthermore, this responsibility of the comendador in relation to the churches
included in his benefice was certainly much earlier.

In respect of the Order of Hospitallers, already, during the period of Estevao
Soares da Silva as Archbishop of Braga in the middle of the 13th century, an
agreement had been established according to which it fell to the comendador to
designate the presbytery, which would have been confirmed by the
archbishop®. Nevertheless, in other cases the presentation was made by the
Master and by the order, perhaps according to the statutes of the church under
consideration™.

Whatever the situation, it is obvious that, in most cases, this majority would
be so much greater the more we progress through the 13th century. Members of
the orders themselves would be chosen as priors, if not even as vicars of the
churches that Avis and Santiago were slowly gaining control over”, a fact that
transformed these places into forms of additional recompense for the members
of the orders themselves. But, in this context, the remuneration of the friars
presented could have included other modes not common in the case of parcchial
clergy with diocesan appointments. Nonetheless, its place in the hierarchy of the
distribution of rights does not appear very defined or safeguarded from the start.

And the existence of certain exceptional cases, treated as such, could
exactly be an indication of this major appropriation on the part of the Master
and the comendadores.

Thus, of particular note is the case of Coruche and the document which in
1255 was signed by both D. Martinho, Bishop of Evora and Master D. Martinho



Patronage, parochial, rights and military orders in medieval Portugal... 217

Fernandes. Here also was established the right of the bishop to a third, as was
referred to earlier, and to procuratione. However, it was stipulated that from the
tithe of the church, hefore the division, a part of goods should be withdrawn
with which the clergy of the church were remunerated. The rest of the tithe was
divided into three parts: for the bishop, friars and beneficiaries, in case of bread,
wine, oil and cattle and the same occur with the payments in money*”®. In the
case of other goods, the tithe would be divided only between the friars and the
beneficiaries™.

The special place occupied by the rectors of the Coruche churches would
have been repeated in the church of Santa Maria of Beja, given to the Order of
Avis in 1270, but with effect only after the death of Jodo Moniz, rector of the
church. Jofio Moniz who, at the beginning of that year had established an
agreement with the bishop, D Durfio, according to which he was given the
pontifical third and reserved for him was half of all the tithes and oblations and
mortuaries, with the other half apportioned to the church®™. It remains to be
discovered whether, after the effective taking over of this church by the Order
of Avis, this sharing was maintained on the same terms or whether the insertion
of a patronage would not have, of necessity, determined a change in the
hierarchy of beneficiaries.

These apparently exceptional circumstances, further confirmed by the
specific revenues which, according to the 1320-21 catalogue, explicitly placed
a burden on the part of the “prebendaries’s common share”, could, however
have been not unique and have been repeated in other collegiate institutions.
This appears to correspond to the concrete situations of churches that had
already been formed with, probably, an influential body of beneficiaries, located
i privileged situations within the context of the order, and who took part in
agreements specific to their exceptional situations.

Nevertheless, these accords do not appear to question a more dominant rule
and they are contemporaneous with situations of appropriation of the preater
part of the parochial revenues by the patron.

Such affirmation does not necessarily imply that the clergy or priors namad
by these churches did not accede to a part of the parochial revenues accruing
from their religious activity. What appears clear is that this proportion would
have been variable, even in the case of the vicar while delegate or representative
of the person responsible for the curing of souls, being summarised as a fixed
amount or even as rights that are not that of the tithe revenue.

With the division of wealth between the Master and the order, with the
creation of respective “shares™' and the establishment of the system of
comendas (ecclesiastical benefices) as a way of organising the detention of the
patrimony™, the situation could have been changed. The attempt to make
a comenda correspond with a comendador or to group them around the Share
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(Mensa} of the master of a military order™ after their creation also led to the
realignment of the divisions of the ecclesiastical revenues.

In relation to the group of rights covered by each comendador and included
in his revenues we certainly find, in many cases, the ecclesiastical rights
deriving from the churches situated there, but the references connected with this
are full of gaps and are imprecise. But, very probably, the definition and
settlement of a territorial network of comendas and their expansion into the area
in the possession of the military orders could have conveyed a multiplicity of
instances of the appropriation of ecclesiastical rights, since we do not know up
to what point the hierarchy of appropriation of revenues covered in each
benefice corresponded to the hierarchy of appropriation of the rest of the
revenues deriving from the exploitation of fixed assets.

Thus, when once again we make use of the information contained in the
Catdlogo das Igrejas de 1320-21, particularly that referring to the Order of
Santiago, we see that the references are Scarce, and do include, apart from
mentioning the church, the priorship or vicarship, reference to the part of the
«Comenda of the same church”, or the Master, who were equally taxed. This
leads to the supposition of, firstly, a premature settlement of the network of
comendas and, secondly, a spatial connection between these and the church
network itself.

In effect, if we try to interlink the network of churches in the possession of
the orders of Avis and Santiago with the network of comendass known for these
two orders, the comendas that did not have within them one or more churches
were few or none. In a logic that has to'be seen together with the distribution of
the land and property itself, and with the choice of population centres as the
organisational poles of the benefices and which, in general, coincide with the
population centres where the churches were already established or were about to
develop.

At bottom, the system of comendas, while trying to manage 2 dispersed
patrimony, came o include within its frontiers limits which, in origin, had had
nothing to do with the system and which ended up constricted by it.

Therefore, to assume that the comendadores would progressively consider
themselves, throughout the 14th century, to be additional beneficiaries to these
parochial rights, integrating themselves in its appropriation structure, seéems to
be a logical and inevitable process.

What still remains to be grasped, from the scantly available sources
produced by the parochial churches themselves, are the true contours of this
appropriation, its protagonists and the evolution of their roles throughout the
13th and 14th centuries and of trying to understand how these churches, the
places that they brought succowr and the revenues which allowed them to
flourish, functioned within the patrimony of the military orders.
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50 ANTT, Ordem de Avis, Repartigdo de Portalegre, n, 130.

5! Concerning the conditions which dictated the creation of a Master's Mensa as a way of
reinforcing the bases of his authority, see Ayala Martinez (see n. 2), pp. 205-208, 221-241.

52 Jbid., pp- 332347 and Ph. Josserand, Eglise et pouvoir dans la Péninsule Ibérique. Les
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