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Abstract

In thi: work we report $e use of a matural Shrows bicmass, ®e Afncan Bacbab, a3 pecarsor to prodece activated carboms
tatlored for the remonal of 2 pollstant froquently found in water streams, the herbicide Diwron. The precarsors used wese Bacbab
wastes, namaly bark, wood and sesds, collocted m Angoly. The activated casbons prodaced by physical acthvation with carbon
dioxids showed am intorosting pososity with apparent swrface arsa and pore velmms, wp to 2130m’s’ and 0.9%cx’g”,
respectively. All the acthated adworbents ar of mucroporous mature, with mean pore width betwosn 0.69 and 1 94zm. Salected
sanplos ware tested for the adsorpticn of Diuron from Equid-phase. The mancinmm adsorption capacity reached 400mgg”’ for
sanple BS-62. This work shows the suitsbelity of nsing Baobab wastes to produce acthvated carbeons, which can be considered 2
oW routs o the valonzation of its wastes, with good properties for the adsarption of Diuren.
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1. Infroduction

The scentific name for Baobab is ddansonia Digitata, as a tribute to the French Explorer and botamist, Michel
Adanson (1727-1806), who obsearved a specimen in 1749 on the island of Sor, Sensgal The African Baobab can
reach 30m high and 7m diameter with a ifespan of several umdred years. This tree m also known as the Afncan
Tree of Life because during the rainy season it absorbs and stores water, up to 7o, in the trunk with the production
of a rich fruit in the dry season. The fruits, fowers, leaves, shoots, roots of seedlings and even the tree roots are
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