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ABOUT THE BOOK

Research on the historical, cultural and literary relations between Spain
and Portugal has often imposed the cliché of neighbours who turn their
back on each other. However, if we study in depth the history of cultural
relations between the two countries, we find that there have been count-
less exchanges and contacts (translations, friendships, joint events, influ-
ences, etc.).

This volume focuses on one of the historical moments in which these
literary and cultural relations were most intense and fruitful: the period
between 1870 and 1930—that is, from the generation of Antero de
Quental, Clarin, E¢a de Queirdés or Emilia Pardo Bazan to the Iberian
modernist and avant-garde movements (Fernando Pessoa, Ramén Gémez
de la Serna ou José de Almada Negreiros). An analysis of the contacts
between Portuguese and Spanish writers and artists of this period shows
that, at least among the cultural elites, there were intense and fruitful dia-
logues across political and linguistic borders.

The focus of this volume is in line with the most recent developments
in the field of Iberian Studies, identified primarily as an area of Comparative
Literature. This book conceives the Iberian Peninsula as a complex and
multilingual cultural polysystem, polycentric and heterogeneous, in which
diverse literary systems coexist and establish relations of mutual interde-
pendence. It is this network of relations and interferences that justifies a
comparative consideration of Iberian literatures and cultures, such as the
one we propose in this study.
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