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Barriers are usually considered to be negative as they prevent or strongly reduce fish 
migrations and movements in general, fragmenting populations and decreasing their 
viability. 
But desperate situations call for desperate measures and in the context of LIFE 
Saramugo Project all possible actions with positive effects were taken. 
One of those actions was to block the bleak progression in the Guadiana river 
networks, preventing this alien species from reaching areas with Saramugo 
populations.  
The efficiency of several types of barriers were tested. Regarding physical (weir-type) 
barriers, maximum bleak jumping performance was tested.  
For bubble barriers no avoidance was observed.  
Some acoustic sequences caused avoidance for an initial period but with habituation 
that behavioural response was lost; adding bubbles to sound showed no increased 
efficiency. 
Electric barrier proved to be efficient under certain electric current conditions. 
These results are relevant to inform decision on an appropriate barrier to install in 
critical points. 
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