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The Branches of Large Electricity
Companies in Portugal

From Trade to the Transfer and Adaptation
of Technology (20" Century)'

Ana CARDOSO DE MATOS and Maria da luz SAMPAIO

tract

In the last decade of the 19" and first decades of the 20" century there was
ovement of capital and engineers from Central and Northern Europe to the

tries of Southern Europe and other continents. Large companies sought to
‘bﬁin concessions and establish branches in Portugal, favouring the circulation
of technical knowledge and transfer of technology to the Portuguese industry.

Among the various examples of the representatives of foreign companies in
Portugal we find Jayme da Costa Ltd. established in 1916 in Lisbon, which was
a branch of the Swedish company ASEA, as well as STAAL, ATLAS DIESEL
(Sweden), Landis & GYR (Switzerland), Electro Helios, and a small enterprise,
Electro-Moderna Ld".

Another example is EFACEC a company founded in 1948 in Porto, that was
a partnership between the Portuguese company CUF — Companhia Unido Fabril,
and ACEC — Ateliers de Constructions Electriques de Charlerol. This enterprise
started the industrial production of electric motors and transformers, and later on
acquired a substantial share of the national production of electrical equipment.

Using Estatistica das Instalagoes Eletricas em Portugal (Statistics on
Electrical Installations in Portugal) from 1928 until 1950 we can identify the
foreign enterprises acting in the Portuguese market: Siemens, BBC, ASEA,
Oerlikon, etc. We can also establish a relationship between the development of
?he electric network and the growth of production and consumption of electricity
in the principal urban centres. Finally we see how foreign firms were a stimulus
to the creation of national enterprises, especially those of small scale, in Portugal.

Keywords: electrification, market, enterprises, agency, equipment, Portugal

*

' Research made in the project CIDEHUS — UID/HIS/00057/2013 (POCI-01-0145-
FEDER-007702).
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