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Abstract Body: In the European Union, society demands quality and safe agricultural products. The
Common Agricultural Policy has to address challenges such as food security, climate change and
sustainable management of natural resources, while keeping the rural economy vibrant. Many prevailing
policies aim to achieve greater sustainability in agriculture. Some polices are pan-European, such as the
CAP, some are national such as the Rural Development programs, and others more specific, such as the
Directive on sustainable use of pesticides.

Conservation Agriculture is an agro-ecological approach to sustainable production intensification. It is
based on three core principles: minimal soil disturbance, maintenance of permanent soil cover, and
cropping system diversity/rotations. A variety of benefits accrue from CA and these can contribute to
the objectives of Europe 2020. However, so far Europe has not shown much interest in the adoption of
CA, despite many promising research results from within Europe confirming its suitability.
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