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Introducio!

Aos Robinson, proprietarios da fabrica de cortica de Porta-
legre se deve, entre outras iniciativas, a cria¢do de dois corpos
de bombeiros na cidade, um deles voluntario e um outro pri-
vativo da prépria fabrica, sendo a este tltimo, constituido em
1908, que pertenciam as viaturas que ainda hoje permanecem
no espaco da antiga fabrica.

Estas viaturas, datam do ultimo quartel do século XIX,
época na qual em Portugal j& tinha tomado consciéncia da
necessidade de um servico permanente de combate aos fogos,
que actuasse na nova realidade urbana marcada por uma maior
concentracio de pessoas e actividades industriais.?

Em 1868, surge em Lisboa a primeira Companhia de Bom-
beiros e, em 1874 é criada a Companhia de Bombeiros do
Porto. No Alentejo, a primeira Companhia de Bombeiros foi a
de Montemor-o-Novo, criada em 1875, a que se seguiram a de
Evora em 1883, a de Beja em 1889 e a de Portalegre em 1898.
Em finais de oitocentos existiam no pais cerca de 82 corpos de

Bombeiros.?

A Corporacgio dos Bombeiros Voluntirios de Portalegre
A primeira tentativa de criar a Corporagio data de 1887,
mas apesar do entusiasmo inicial, estreando-se num fogo com
uma bomba de exting¢io e algum material angariado, nunca se
conseguiram institucionalizar?. O projecto sé seria reanimado
apés o deflagrar de dois grandes incéndios nas fabricas de
George Robinson. O primeiro teve lugar na Fabrica Robinson, a
28 de Julho de 1898, onde o fogo alastrou rapidamente apesar
de equipada com os modernos sistemas de valvulas anti-fogo
Grinnell. Lavrando numa extensio até meia légua, queimou
os olivais préximos e levou A evacuacio do quartel de Infan-
taria 22 situado junto a fabrica, bem como parte desta. Neste

incéndio perdeu parte da cortica armazenada na fabrica, ascen-

Introduction'

The Robinsons, owners of the cork factory in Por-
talegre, were the reason for the setting up of two fire fight-
ing bodies in the city, one voluntary and the other private,
with the latter set up in 1908 and located in their factory,
and which owned the vehicles which remain in the space of
the former factory.

These vehicles date from the last quarter of the 19th
century, a period when Portugal had already become aware
of the need for a permanent fire fighting service which could
deal with fires and operate within the new urban reality
which was characterised by a greater concentration of peo
ple and industrial activities.?

In 1868 the first Fire Brigade was set up in Lisbon, and
in 1874 the Oporto Fire Brigade was set up. In the Alentejo,
the first Fire Brigade was that of Montemor-o-Novo, which
was established in 1875, followed by that of Evora in 1883,
Beja in 1889 and Portalegre in 1898. At the end of the

19" century there were around 82 Fire Brigades in Portugal.*

The Portalegre Volunteer Fire Brigade

The first attempt to set up this body dated from 1887,
but despite the initial enthusiasm, starting off with the use
of a fire engine and some equipment it had raised to put a
fire out, it was not successful in being formally constituted®.
The project would only be revived after two large fires had
broken out in the George Robinson factories. The first
took place at the Robinson Factory on 28 July 1898, where
the fire spread rapidly despite the use of its modern Grin-
nell anti-fire valve system. It covered an area of up to half
a league, burning the nearby olive groves, and causing the
evacuation of the 22 Company Infantry barracks situated

next to the factory, as well as burning part of the cork stored



